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Objectives
Understand principles of 
Evidence Based Prosecution

Identify elements of offender 
focus investigations

Use evidence to tell the story of 
the crime

Keeping victims engaged  in the 
process

Goals of Prosecution

Safety?Safety? Offender 
Accountability?

Offender 
Accountability? Justice?Justice?

Vindication?Vindication? Restoration?Restoration? Reunification?Reunification?
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Your GreatestChallenge in DV 
Cases?
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Michael and Barbara

Evidence 
Based 

Prosecution

A practice that allows for the 
prosecution of intimate partner  
violence cases without relying on 
victim testimony.    
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It’s NOT: It Is: 

What did/will the 
VICTIM do? 

Why does the 
Batter hurt and 
control?

Investigations

Goals:
Offender focused
Victim  centered  
Complete and thorough

Elements of Offender Focused 
Investigations

• What can we learn about this relationship?
• History
• Pattern of violence?
• Emotional abuse?
• Break ups?
• Previous partners
• Good behavior (what?)
• How does offender operate?
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Elements of 
Offender Focused 
Investigations

Telling the story 
of the crime

Telling the story of the crime
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Telling the story of the crime

• Jail Recordings
• DV Dynamics
• Threats
• Promises
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Telling the story 
of the crime

Telling the story of the crime
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EMTs/Medical

Telling the story of the crime

Telling the story of the crime
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Keeping your 
victim engaged in 
the process

Keeping 
your victim 
engaged in 
the process

Understand 
Myths

Remove 
Barriers

Use an 
Expert

He just needs to learn to control his temper

Real victims cooperate with the prosecution

Myths about domestic violence

Leaving will end the abuse
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Investigations

• Physical Evidence
• Relationship 

History
• Victim/Statements
• Prior Acts

EvidentiaryTools

• Hearsay 
Exceptions

• Prior Difficulties
• 404 (b) Evidence

Trial Strategy

• Recanting 
Witnesses

• Pre-emptive 
Motions

• Expert Witnesses
• Meeting Defenses

Victim Support

• Removing barriers
• Collaboration
• Sentencing

Mental abuse is real. And it 
debilitates —as brutally as a black 
eye. and it escalates— to murder of 
the victim’s mind. even if no bruises 
are evident, a victim of mental abuse 
makes decisions out of fear and 
humiliation.

Just about everyone I arrested for domestic 
violence was a “swell guy or gal” to everyone 
except the person(s) they abused. They hid it 
so well the abused questioned and blamed 
themselves. People who haven’t experienced 
this have a hard time understanding why the 
abused stay, it took me awhile to figure it 
out.
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Fair Use Credits
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"This project was supported by subgrant No. W19-8-051, awarded by the state 
administering office for the Domestic Violence Grant Program. The opinions, findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition 
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the state or the 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council."
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